
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY
ADV PRIYANKA BANGARI



CZA
CZA is a statutory autonomous body under the administrative control of the 
MOEFCC, Govt. of India.

It was established in 1992 with the objectives of enforcing minimum standards 
and norms for upkeep and health care of animals in Indian Zoos.

COMPOSITION- 1 CHAIRMAN, 10 MEMBERS AND 1 MEMBER SECRETARY

ZOO NEED TO OBTAIN RECOGNITION FROM CZA TO FUNCTION 



Why CZA?
Need:

The authority was set up to tackle many problems like the rampant 
degradation of zoo’s without adequate plan or principle, or even financial 
backing.

India needed an organisation with an exclusive mandate to look after all the 
Zoos of the country.

Consequently, CZA was formed which helped in establishing many Zoos of 
international standards.



FUNCTIONS

CZA oversees the zoos of the country.

Recognise or derecognises zoo’s.

Evaluate and assess the functions of Zoos, wrt prescribed standards and norms.

Specify minimum standard for housing, upkeep and veterinary care of animals kept in Zoo’s.

Identify endangered species of wild animals for the the purpose captive breeding and assigning 
responsibility in this regard to specific zoo’s..

 provides technical and financial support in times of need for their proper management and 
development on scientific lines.



FUNCTIONS
Conduct Ex-situ research including biotechnical intervention for conservation of species for 
complementing in-situ conservation efforts in the country.

Ensure maintenance of books of endangered species of wild animals breed in captivity.

Coordinate and implement training of zoo personnel inside ans outside India.

Regulate R&D and educational programmes within the zoo’s.

Regulate and co-ordinate the acquisition, exchange and loaning of animals among the zoo’s, 
endangered species and Scheduled animals.

Regulate exchange of animals between India and foreign Zoo’s.-keeping in mind Ex Im policy and 
CITES.

Note- Protected Areas-NTCA



FUNCTIONS
Zoo Design: is also part of the mandate of CZA, which has the power to accept 
or reject any design which does not fit the objectives of CZA for Zoos.

Perform such other functions as may be necessary to carry out the purposes 
of this Act with regard to zoos.



ISSUES
Very few Zoos have established Zoo Cell.

CZA limited funding and hence education to personnelles is compromised.

Lacks proper trained forest personnels.

Zoo record keeping is not centralized.

Lacks capacity building.



POSITIVES
CZA has undertaken a meticulous task of improving quality of zoos.-167 
recognised zoos.

Closed many shabby zoos.

Specify minimum standards for all aspects, such as, animal management, 
housing, husbandry, health care, evaluates zoo periodically on the basis of set 
standards.

Autonomous body hence more effective.
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ACQUISITION OF ANIMALS- approved breeding prog., infusion of new blood into inbread groups, etc

ANIMAL HOUSING- to ensure quality of life, adequate size enclosures- free movement, exercise and no animal is unduly dominated or 
harassed. Have proper, shelters, perches, pools, drinking water points, etc.

UPKEEP OF ANIMAL COLLECTION- diet, water, physical handling of animals to be avoided

HEALTH CARE- vet care, quarantine rules, vaccination prog, timely isolation.

R&D- transfer of etc skills,.

BREEDING PROG- clearly defining objectives of breeding

EDUCATION AMD OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

AMENITIES TO VISITORS






